
INITIATED CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT PETITION

WE, THE UNDERSIGNED quamed voters of the state of South Dakota, petition that the following section or

sections and article or articles of the Soutr Dakota Constitution be (repealed) (amended) and that this proposal

be submitted to the voters of the state of South Dakota at the general election on November 8, 2022for thet
approval or rejection.

Title: An amendment to the South Dakota Constitution establishing top-two primary elections.

Attomey General Explanation: Cunently, to appear on the generalelection ballot, candidates for major political

parties for the following offices must participate in a partisan primary election: Govemor, State Legislature, U.S.

Senate and House of Representatives, and elected county ofrices. Only registered members of the candidate's

chosen party may vote for that candidate unless ttre political party has opened the primary to voters not affiliated

with the party.

Candidates affiliated with a minor party may be chosen by primary or party convention.

Unaffiliated candidates (independents) do not participate in the primary election; they appear on the general

election ballot by flling propa nominating petitions.

For the above offices, this amendment requires one primary election wherein all candidates run against each

other in their respective races, including major pafi minor party, and independent candidates. All registered

voters may vote for any candidate. The two candidates receiving the most votes advance to the general election.

lf ttrere is more than one candidate to be elected to an office, the number of candidates advancing to the general

election will be twice the number to be elected. Primary elections may be held for other offices.

This amendment requires legislative action.

Reoresentatives. The orimarv election for such candidates shall be open to all reqistered voters. The two

candidates who receive the most votes in the primary are the nominees for each office. lf more than one

candidate is to be elected to an office, the number of nominees shall be twice the number toFE6tllyg p

INSTRU S TO SIGNERS:
l. Signers of this petition must individually sign their names in the form in which they are registered to vote

or as thev usuallv sien their names.
2. Bdfore the petltion is filed, each signer or the circulator must add the residence address ofthe signer and

the date ofsignin!. If the signer is a resident of a second or third class municipality, a post office box may be

used for the residence address.
3. Before the petition is filed, each signer or the circulator must print the name ofthe signer in the space

provided and add the county ofvoter registration.
4. Abbreviations of comm ybeused. Ditto marks may not be used.
5. Failure to ide all in uested ma invalidate the si ture
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Section 1 . That Article Vll of the Constitution of South Dakota be amended by addino NEW SECTION to read:

Q 
'11 . A primarv election shall be held prior to the oeneral election to nominate candidates for the ofiice of

Governor. the Leqislature, all countv elective offices. and the United States Senate and House of

The Leqislature shall provide bv law anv provisions necessary to implement this section. JUL I I 421
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VERIFICATION BY PERSON CIRCULATING PETITION INSTRUCTIONS TO CIRCULATOR:
This section must be completed following circulation.and before filing.

Print name of the circul'ator Residence Address City State

I, under oath, state that I circulatetl the above petiti<Jn, that each signer personally signed this petition in my
presence, that I am not attesting to any signature obtained by any other person, that I am a resident of South
Dakola, that I made reasonable inquiry and to the best ofmy knowledge each person signing the petition is a
qualified voter in the county indicated on the signature line, that no state statuie regarding petition circulation
was knowingly violated, and that either the signer or I added the printed name, the residence address ofthe
signer, the date of signing, and the county of voter registration.

Circulator ID Number (paid circulator only)

Swom to before me this _ day of _
(Seal)
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,20-'
Signature of OTfr cerTdminisGiingOatF

My Commission Expires
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